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EPA Health Report discussed on 
the swimming holes on tar creek    
   Where children swim in Miami  

SkeoÊcontractorsÊconfirmedÊtheÊ1/3ÊmileÊareaÊstudiedÊisÊusedÊÊ
forÊswimmingÊandÊalsoÊfoundÊevidenceÊofÊfishingÊwithÊthisÊlure. 

ChildrenÊareÊdrawnÊtoÊwater,Ê justÊasÊweÊwere.Ê ItÊ isÊ theÊ
sourceÊofÊallÊ life,ÊbutÊasÊweÊknowÊcanÊalsoÊbringÊ joyÊ inÊ
manyÊforms,ÊbutÊitÊcanÊalsoÊbeÊaÊsourceÊthatÊcanÊharm.Ê
ThisÊ hasÊ beenÊ theÊ issueÊ withÊ TarÊ CreekÊ runningÊ rightÊ
throughÊ theÊ heartÊ ofÊ theÊ townÊ ofÊ Miami,Ê OK.Ê WhoÊ
wouldn’tÊwantÊ itÊtoÊbeÊpartÊofÊyourÊ life?ÊOrÊwhyÊwouldÊ

theÊ foundersÊ seƩleÊ betweenÊ aÊ creekÊ andÊ aÊ river?Ê ForÊ
generaƟonsÊ childrenÊ hasÊ foundÊ itÊ aÊ refuge,Ê unƟlÊ 1979Ê
whenÊ theÊ creekÊ turnedÊ orangeÊ andÊ theÊ fishÊ allÊ died.Ê
SinceÊthenÊtheÊcolorÊhasÊgoneÊcloserÊtoÊnormalÊandÊtheÊ
neighborhoodÊchildrenÊbeganÊtoÊrevisitÊ it.ÊLEADÊAgencyÊ
firstÊwasÊnoƟfiedÊwhenÊoneÊofÊtheÊneighborsÊcalledÊsay-
ingÊsheÊhadÊbeenÊseeingÊkidsÊwithÊtowelsÊandÊswimmingÊ
suitsÊ andÊevenÊfishingÊpolesÊwalkingÊ towardÊ theÊ creek.Ê
WeÊ invesƟgatedÊ andÊ foundÊ manyÊ inÊ theÊ water.Ê WeÊ
warnedÊ themÊ andÊ thenÊ walkedÊ theÊ streetsÊ nearÊ theÊ
creekÊwithÊwarningÊmessages.ÊButÊwithoutÊEPAÊorÊDEQÊ
sayingÊitÊwasÊdangerous,ÊhowÊcouldÊweÊproveÊit?ÊSoÊweÊ
askedÊ forÊ aÊ riskÊ assessmentÊ toÊ beÊ conductedÊ andÊ EPAÊ
didÊ 1/3ÊmileÊ ofÊ theÊ creek,Ê findingÊ evidenceÊ ofÊ 5Ê swim-
mingÊholes.ÊTheÊresultsÊproveÊourÊwarningsÊwereÊright,Ê
butÊtheÊreportÊwentÊfurther.ÊNotÊonlyÊtheÊwaterÊandÊtheÊ
sedimentÊ inÊtheÊcreekÊbutÊalsoÊtheÊsoilÊalongÊTarÊCreekÊ
couldÊcauseÊharmÊdueÊtoÊtheÊpersistantÊheavyÊmetals. 

     Confirmed:   
    Miami Parents DO NOT Permit  
Your Children to Swim in Tar Creek 

The Skeo contractor presented evidence to members of the 
community but also held a session for City of Miami officials to 
explain the results from the EPA study of Tar Creek within the 
city limits where children had been seen in and near the creek. 
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 Eye opening report 
AŌerÊlearningÊchildrenÊwereÊswimmingÊinÊTarÊCreek,ÊSaraÊGoyerÊhadÊEPAÊconductÊaÊ
healthÊassessmentÊonÊaÊ1/3ÊmileÊporƟonÊofÊTarÊCreekÊinÊMiami,ÊOKÊandÊLEADÊAgencyÊ
askedÊtheÊagency’sÊassistanceÊtoÊbeƩerÊunderstandÊtheÊinformaƟonÊitÊprovidedÊandÊbeÊ
ableÊtoÊcommunicateÊthatÊbackÊtoÊtheÊgeneralÊpublic.ÊTheÊTASCÊprogramÊwasÊdesignedÊ
toÊhelpÊcommuniƟesÊinÊthisÊwayÊandÊprovidedÊthisÊtechnicalÊconsultantÊforÊus. 
AtÊaÊpublicÊmeeƟngÊweÊlearnedÊpageÊbyÊpageÊfromÊchartsÊfilledÊwithÊcolumnsÊofÊnum-
bers.ÊWeÊwereÊbackÊinÊschool.ÊLearningÊinÊrows.ÊSeeingÊinÊfrontÊofÊusÊweÊwereÊatÊriskÊofÊ
beingÊexposedÊtoÊnotÊjustÊleadÊbutÊtheÊotherÊmetalsÊinÊtheÊwaterÊinÊTarÊCreekÊandÊtheÊ
sedimentÊbutÊalsoÊtheÊsoilsÊalongÊtheÊcreek.ÊWeÊallÊknewÊweÊcouldÊswallowÊwater,ÊandÊ
take-homeÊresidueÊinÊourÊshoesÊandÊsocksÊandÊcontaminateÊourÊownÊhomesÊwithÊtheÊ
dustÊandÊmud,ÊbutÊsheÊaddedÊanotherÊwayÊweÊcouldÊbeÊharmedÊwhenÊsheÊlistedÊtheÊ
wordÊ“dermal.”ÊOurÊskinÊcanÊabsorbÊtheÊmetals,Êtoo.ÊWellÊheck.ÊSheÊcalledÊallÊofÊtheseÊ
avenuesÊexposure media. 
TheÊreportÊwasÊshort,ÊitÊjustÊwasÊfollowedÊwithÊoverÊ100ÊpagesÊofÊdataÊandÊthatÊwasÊ
anotherÊreasonÊweÊwantedÊexpertÊeyesÊtoÊgoÊthroughÊit. 
WeÊlearnedÊaboutÊalgorithmsÊ-ÊcomputerÊbasedÊtoxicologicalÊmodelsÊandÊhazardÊindex.Ê
ForÊ27ÊyearsÊtheÊsingleÊmessageÊweÊwereÊreceivingÊfromÊEPAÊwasÊallÊaboutÊLEAD.ÊSo,ÊweÊ
areÊpreƩyÊgoodÊatÊreciƟngÊtheÊharmsÊthatÊelementÊcanÊcause.ÊButÊweÊlearnedÊinÊthisÊ
report,ÊthereÊareÊothersÊweÊneedÊtoÊgetÊreacquaintedÊwith.ÊDr.ÊRobertÊWright’sÊMATCHÊ
ProjectÊresearchÊonÊtheÊbabiesÊbornÊhereÊfoundÊtheyÊfaceÊmulƟpleÊmetalsÊassociatedÊ
withÊthisÊsite,ÊsomeÊevenÊdetectedÊatÊbirthÊthatÊcouldÊhaveÊonlyÊcomeÊfromÊexposureÊ
thoseÊmothersÊhadÊhadÊinÊtheirÊlives. 
TheÊSwimmingÊHoleÊreportÊrevealedÊleadÊbutÊalsoÊcadmium,Êarsenic,Êmanganese,ÊcobaltÊ
andÊzincÊwereÊpresent.ÊThoughÊthere,ÊtheÊcombinedÊriskÊforÊcancerÊwasÊlow.ÊThatÊwasÊ
theÊposiƟve.ÊTheÊnegaƟveÊwasÊtheseÊexposuresÊareÊrealÊandÊpresent.ÊTheÊriskÊforÊchil-
drenÊtoÊbeÊleadÊpoisonedÊisÊhighÊifÊswimmingÊorÊevenÊpicnickingÊinÊthatÊinviƟngÊandÊ
lovedÊTarÊCreekÊcorridorÊnearÊtheÊDiscÊGolfÊCourse. 
ThisÊeye-openingÊreportÊalsoÊrevealedÊanotherÊnewÊterm:ÊTribal Life Ways, a term that 
changes everything about the ulƟmate cleanup for us all. PeopleÊwhoÊliveÊmoreÊfullyÊinÊ
theirÊenvironmentÊreceiveÊmoreÊexposure.ÊBecauseÊweÊhaveÊaÊvariedÊTribalÊpopulaƟonÊ
here,ÊEPAÊevaluatedÊthisÊareaÊinÊthatÊway.ÊOurÊTribalÊUseÊisÊcalculated.ÊKnowingÊthoseÊ
resultsÊwillÊforceÊEPAÊtoÊcleanupÊwithÊthatÊinformaƟon.ÊInÊotherÊwords,ÊaÊbeƩerÊmoreÊ
effecƟveÊandÊprotecƟveÊcleanupÊwillÊbeÊtheÊremedyÊforÊusÊallÊbecauseÊitÊhasÊtoÊbeÊableÊ
toÊprotectÊthatÊTribalÊkidÊwhoÊisÊprobablyÊyourÊchild’sÊbestÊfriendÊandÊconstantÊcompan-
ionÊandÊbyÊdoingÊthat,ÊprotectÊBOTH. 
HowÊsafeÊitÊisÊhere?ÊWeÊheard:Ê“WeÊliveÊinÊaÊmineralizedÊdistrict.”ÊItÊmayÊwellÊbeÊweÊ
beginÊtoÊrealizeÊprotecƟngÊourselvesÊfromÊtheÊgiŌsÊtheÊearthÊwillÊbeÊaÊlife-longÊeffort.Ê
MikeÊMcAteerÊsaidÊyearsÊago,Ê“ItsÊinÊtheÊair,ÊsoilÊandÊwater,ÊitsÊeverywhere.” 
AndÊbecauseÊofÊthisÊmeeƟng,ÊthisÊreportÊandÊtheÊinterestÊofÊtheÊCityÊandÊherÊresidents,Ê
LEADÊwillÊbeÊsendingÊinÊourÊcommentsÊandÊourÊdesireÊforÊmoreÊinformaƟon.ÊWidenÊtheÊ
circle.ÊCheckÊallÊtheÊareasÊalongÊTarÊCreekÊwhereÊpeopleÊareÊrecreaƟngÊandÊwhereÊherÊ
floodÊwatersÊreach.ÊGiveÊusÊguidanceÊonÊprotecƟveÊmeasuresÊthatÊshouldÊbeÊtakenÊifÊ
useÊisÊconƟnued,ÊincludingÊwhoÊandÊhowÊtheÊareasÊareÊMOWED.ÊHowÊatÊriskÊareÊyouÊorÊ
cityÊemployeesÊaŌerÊmowingÊtheÊgrassÊespeciallyÊduringÊourÊpersistentÊdroughtsÊandÊisÊ
theÊgrassÊitselfÊloadedÊwithÊmetals?Ê 
LEADÊAgencyÊwillÊbeÊpushingÊEPAÊtoÊcreateÊtheÊplanÊforÊtheÊpermanentÊremedyÊtoÊpro-
tectÊhumansÊandÊtheÊenvironmentÊonÊintoÊtheÊfuture.Ê40ÊyearsÊasÊaÊSuperfundÊSiteÊde-

servesÊaÊrealÊplanÊbyÊnow!ÊÊ—Your Tar Creekkeeper, Rebecca Jim 



 

 

Musical tells the Picher  story  TheÊinterestÊinÊourÊstoryÊstartedÊwithÊtheÊphotosÊ
QuenƟnÊMadeaÊhadÊseenÊandÊcouldn’tÊforget.ÊHeÊandÊco-creatorÊLaurenÊPalelaÊresearchedÊandÊbeganÊtoÊwriteÊaÊ
scriptÊandÊcomposeÊtheÊlyricsÊforÊwhatÊwouldÊbecomeÊanÊoff-BroadwayÊproducƟonÊthisÊfall.ÊTheÊmusicalÊisÊmagical. 
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Grace Goodeagle and Rebecca Jim present Susie 
Stone a Picher Project poster signed by all the New 
York City cast and crew aŌer the Christmas Picher 
Parade (with former Picher resident Jon Douthat). 

Rebecca Jim and Grace Goodeagle, both aƩended the last weekend’s 
performance and presented the playwrights Pendleton Blankets for 

their efforts to depict the story of a damaged place, the Quapaw hope 
for jusƟce and the characters who long to make it beƩer. 

The world premiere of The Picher Project, con-
ceived and directed by QuenƟn Madia, with 
music, book and lyrics by QuenƟn Madia and 
Lauren Pelaia, and addiƟonal materials by Alex 
Knezevic, ran 4 weeks at the Dixon Place in NYC. 

“ThisÊnewÊmusicalÊexploresÊtheÊriseÊandÊdestruc-
ƟonÊofÊtheÊnow-abandonedÊminingÊtownÊofÊPich-
er,ÊOklahoma.ÊOnceÊtheÊworld’sÊlargestÊproducerÊ
ofÊleadÊandÊzinc,ÊPicherÊbecameÊtheÊEPA’sÊ#1Ê
SuperfundÊsite,ÊdeemingÊitÊtheÊmostÊtoxicÊplaceÊ
inÊAmerica.ÊBasedÊonÊinterviews,ÊpersonalÊstoriesÊ
andÊhistoricÊevents,ÊtheÊshowÊcoversÊtheÊtown’sÊ
100-yearÊhistoryÊfromÊtheÊopeningÊofÊtheÊminesÊ
toÊtheÊtown’sÊdemise.ÊWhileÊgrapplingÊwithÊlos-
ingÊtheirÊhomes,ÊtheÊtownÊisÊforcedÊtoÊconfrontÊ
theirÊcomplicatedÊpoliƟcalÊdivide,ÊunpredictableÊ
naturalÊdisasters,ÊandÊenvironmentallyÊcausedÊ
illnesses.ÊThroughÊtheÊlivesÊofÊPicherÊciƟzensÊandÊ
theÊoŌenÊforgoƩenÊexperienceÊofÊtheÊQuapawÊ
NaƟon,ÊThe Picher ProjectÊshowsÊtheÊstrugglesÊofÊ
illness,Êpride,ÊloveÊandÊloss,ÊulƟmatelyÊaskingÊtheÊ
followingÊquesƟons:ÊHowÊdoÊweÊtakeÊresponsibil-
ityÊforÊourÊhistory?ÊHowÊdoÊweÊtreatÊtheÊlandÊweÊ
liveÊon?ÊHowÊdoÊweÊleaveÊourÊhome? 

FeaturingÊaÊbluegrassÊandÊfolkÊinfusedÊoriginalÊ
score, The Picher Project forcesÊusÊtoÊreckonÊwithÊ
ourÊpastÊandÊtakeÊresponsibilityÊforÊourÊfuture.”ÊÊÊÊ 
ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊTimes Square Chronicles  

 

ItÊwasÊ LEAD’sÊ hopeÊweÊ couldÊ raiseÊ theÊ fundsÊ toÊ bringÊ theÊ castÊ andÊ crewÊ
duringÊ theirÊ runÊ inÊ NYCÊ mid-weekÊ toÊ performÊ atÊ theÊ ColemanÊ Theatre.ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
ItÊwasÊanÊoutrageousÊideaÊandÊoneÊweÊwereÊnotÊableÊtoÊraiseÊtheÊneededÊ
fundsÊtoÊdo. 
 

ButÊtheÊhopeÊconƟnues.ÊWithÊtheÊhelpÊfromÊChiefÊGlennaÊWallace,ÊsheÊhasÊ
raisedÊtheÊawarenessÊandÊtheÊdesireÊfromÊtribesÊtoÊbringÊtheÊmusicalÊhere.Ê
SoÊfarÊtheÊDownstreamÊCasinoÊhasÊdonatedÊ$25,000ÊandÊhotelÊroomsÊpro-
videdÊbyÊtheÊPeoriaÊTribeÊatÊtheÊBuffaloÊRunÊHotelÊforÊtheÊcastÊandÊcrew.Ê 
 
LocalÊauthorÊVanessaÊLillieÊwentÊ toÊNYCÊandÊsawÊ theÊmusicalÊandÊwillÊbeÊÊ
meeƟngÊwithÊChuckÊandÊAnnÊNealÊtoÊhelpÊbringÊtheÊmusicalÊhere.Ê 
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 “We must build dikes of courage to hold back the flood of fear.” 
MLK JR 

 

We have completed our Flood 
Survey interviews 

EPA Joins Dam Relicensing Process 
 

ForÊ overÊ twoÊ yearsÊ LEADÊAgencyÊ hasÊ calledÊ uponÊ EPAÊ andÊ FERCÊ toÊ commitÊ toÊ
workingÊtogetherÊonÊrelicensingÊofÊtheÊPensacolaÊDam.ÊAmericanÊRiversÊsupport-
edÊusÊbyÊnamingÊTarÊCreekÊamongÊAmerica’sÊMostÊEndangeredÊRivers.ÊSoÊmanyÊ
ofÊyouÊsignedÊourÊpeƟƟonÊforÊanÊMOU.Ê InÊOctober,ÊEPAÊbecameÊaÊcooperaƟngÊ
agencyÊinÊtheÊdamÊrelicensing’sÊenvironmentalÊreviewÊprocess.ÊThisÊmeansÊEPA’sÊ
experƟseÊinÊenvironmentalÊassessmentÊandÊitsÊwealthÊofÊknowledgeÊaboutÊheavyÊ
metalsÊcontaminaƟonÊwillÊhaveÊaÊseatÊatÊtheÊtableÊasÊFERCÊdecidesÊhowÊtheÊdamÊ
willÊbeÊmanagedÊforÊdecadesÊtoÊcome.ÊWeÊcouldn’tÊhaveÊdoneÊthisÊwithoutÊtheÊ
voicesÊofÊresidentsÊandÊourÊYouthÊAcƟvists!ÊThank you all! 

 

We will share our 
results this spring 

400 Surveys! 

We got our Mou! 

Communications Director: Kim Barker 
LEADÊisÊexcitedÊtoÊaddÊtoÊourÊexpandingÊstaffÊwithÊtheÊaddiƟonÊofÊaÊwellÊ
knownÊlocalÊandÊregionalÊjournalistÊasÊourÊnewÊCommunicaƟonsÊDirector.ÊÊÊÊ
KimberlyÊBarkerÊbeganÊherÊwriƟngÊcareerÊwithÊtheÊMiamiÊNewsRecordÊwhereÊ
sheÊcoveredÊmanyÊlocalÊstories,ÊincludingÊmanyÊfeaturingÊLEADÊAgency.ÊSheÊ
thenÊmovedÊtoÊtheÊJoplinÊGlobe,ÊexpandingÊherÊreachÊandÊcoveredÊstoriesÊre-
latedÊtoÊtheÊTri-StateÊMiningÊDistrictÊoverÊtheÊlastÊfewÊyears.Ê 
LEADÊcouldÊnotÊbeÊmoreÊpleasedÊthatÊKimberlyÊhasÊmadeÊtheÊchangeÊtoÊworkÊ
withÊourÊorganizaƟonÊandÊhelpÊusÊraiseÊlocalÊawarenessÊbutÊalsoÊwidenÊourÊ
reachÊwithÊtheÊpressÊreleases,ÊinterviewsÊandÊextensiveÊunderstandingÊofÊhowÊ
toÊmessageÊinÊtheseÊchangingÊƟmes.Ê 
KimberlyÊbringsÊexperienceÊandÊunderstandingÊofÊourÊissuesÊandÊaÊgreatÊabil-
ityÊtoÊconnectÊwithÊtheÊpublic,ÊoneÊpersonÊatÊaÊƟme.ÊSheÊisÊgenuineÊandÊaÊrealÊ
assetÊtoÊtheÊonlyÊenvironmentalÊjusƟceÊorganizaƟonÊinÊtheÊ4-stateÊarea. 
WelcomeÊaboard! 
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LEAD Requests Community Participation Plan for Dam Relicensing 

ÊÊ 
 

Miami Innovation Center  

BeforeÊ schoolÊ letÊ outÊ forÊ theÊ winter,Ê RebeccaÊ andÊ LucasÊ
metÊatÊtheÊMiamiÊInnovaƟonÊCenterÊtoÊtalkÊwithÊtheirÊstu-
dentsÊ aboutÊ theÊ issueÊ ofÊ floodingÊ andÊ howÊ itÊ affectsÊ ourÊ
neighborhoods.Ê 

WeÊ introduced themÊ toÊ ourÊ interacƟveÊ floodÊ mapÊ andÊ
someÊ realizedÊ theyÊ liveÊ veryÊ closeÊ toÊ theÊ floodplain,Ê andÊ
manyÊofÊtheÊstudentsÊandÊfacultyÊwroteÊpostcardsÊtoÊFERCÊ
askingÊtoÊbeÊrememberedÊwhenÊtheyÊmakeÊtheirÊdecisionÊ
regardingÊtheÊdam.Ê 

ItÊwasÊaÊgoodÊmorningÊandÊgreatÊremindingÊkidsÊthatÊtheyÊ
haveÊ powerÊ andÊ aÊ voice.Ê We'reÊ lookingÊ forwardÊ toÊ theÊ
nextÊƟmeÊweÊvisit!Ê 

     “Living in a home without a storm shelter can be stressful” 

HowÊtheÊdamÊatÊGrandÊLakeÊisÊoperatedÊforÊtheÊnextÊ30-50ÊyearsÊwillÊaffectÊeveryoneÊwhoÊlivesÊinÊnortheastÊOklahoma.Ê
TheÊrulesÊFERCÊisÊdevelopingÊnowÊwillÊdetermineÊwhatÊacƟonsÊGRDAÊmustÊtakeÊtoÊprotectÊtheÊlake,ÊtheÊwatershed,ÊandÊ
allÊtheÊplants,Êanimals,ÊandÊpeopleÊwhoÊlive,Êvisit,ÊandÊplayÊthere. 
 

EveryoneÊinÊNEÊOklahomaÊshouldÊhaveÊaÊsayÊinÊwhatÊrulesÊGRDAÊwillÊhaveÊtoÊfollowÊunderÊtheÊnewÊlicense.ÊToÊensureÊ
theÊpublic’sÊvoiceÊisÊheard,ÊLEADÊAgencyÊhasÊaskedÊFERCÊtoÊestablishÊaÊformalÊplanÊtoÊengageÊareaÊresidentsÊinÊtheÊrestÊ
ofÊtheÊdamÊrelicensing. 
 

SomeÊofÊourÊrequestsÊinclude:ÊprovidingÊaÊdedicatedÊstaffÊpersonÊtheÊpublicÊcanÊcallÊwhenÊtheyÊhaveÊquesƟons;Êsched-
ulingÊpublicÊmeeƟngsÊtoÊexplainÊtechnicalÊdocumentsÊtoÊtheÊpublic;ÊtranslaƟngÊdocumentsÊintoÊpeople’sÊnaƟveÊlan-
guages;ÊandÊofferingÊlongerÊopportuniƟesÊforÊtheÊpublicÊtoÊsubmitÊcomments. 
 

WeÊhopeÊFERCÊwillÊrespondÊtoÊourÊrequestÊearlyÊinÊ2024. 

    Write FERC: 

    AƩn: Secretary Kimberly Bose 

    Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 

    888 First Street NE, Room  1 A 

LEAD Agency Encourages Community Action 

 

  Continue writing:              

Put pressure on 
powerful agencies  
To protect us 
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LEAD’sÊ Moriah Bailey Stephenson 
workedÊ withÊ residentsÊ inÊ OklahomaÊ
CityÊ Ê whoÊ wereÊ concernedÊ aboutÊ aÊ
medicalÊ wasteÊ transferÊ staƟonÊ beingÊ
plannedÊforÊtheirÊneighborhoods.ÊSheÊ
assistedÊ inÊ organizingÊ theÊ effortsÊ toÊ
STOPÊthisÊacƟon. 

EastsideÊOKCÊresidentsÊandÊconcernedÊcitizensÊgatheredÊatÊtheÊOKCÊParksÊCommissionÊmeetingÊthisÊpastÊWednes-
day,ÊDecemberÊ20thÊatÊ3ÊPMÊtoÊvoiceÊtheirÊconcernsÊaboutÊaÊproposedÊmedicalÊwasteÊtransferÊstationÊatÊ3903ÊNEÊ
23rdÊStÊOKC,ÊOK.ÊTheÊproposedÊlocationÊisÊnearÊForestÊPark,ÊaÊpredominantlyÊBlackÊtownshipÊonÊOKC’sÊEastside.Ê
Additionally,ÊtheÊsiteÊisÊlessÊthanÊone-halfÊmileÊfromÊaÊHeadÊStartÊpreschool,ÊseniorÊcareÊfacility,ÊandÊtwoÊpublicÊ
parks.ÊTheÊOKCÊParksÊCommissionÊhadÊaÊdeceptivelyÊsimpleÊassessmentÊtoÊmake:ÊWouldÊtheÊadditionÊofÊthisÊsiteÊ
poseÊanyÊpossibleÊrisksÊtoÊDiggsÊParkÊ(locatedÊacrossÊtheÊstreetÊfromÊtheÊproposedÊsite)?   
 

TensionÊandÊapprehensionÊfilledÊtheÊroomÊasÊaÊrepresentativeÊfromÊMedicalÊWasteÊServicesÊLLC,ÊanÊArkansas-basedÊ
company,ÊattemptedÊtoÊreassureÊtheÊresidentsÊandÊcommissionersÊthatÊnoÊharmÊwouldÊcomeÊtoÊDiggsÊParkÊorÊtheÊ
surroundingÊarea.ÊTheyÊexplainedÊthatÊtheÊfacilityÊwouldÊfunctionÊasÊaÊtransferÊstationÊwhereÊmedicalÊwasteÊwouldÊ
beÊtransferredÊfromÊboxÊtrucksÊtoÊrefrigeratedÊsemi-trucksÊthatÊwouldÊoperateÊ24ÊhoursÊaÊday.ÊResidentsÊandÊcom-
missionersÊaskedÊaÊseriesÊofÊquestions,ÊbutÊmanyÊofÊtheÊquestionsÊcouldÊnotÊbeÊansweredÊbecauseÊTerraconÊCon-
sultantsÊInc.,ÊaÊpro-industryÊconsultingÊfirmÊhiredÊtoÊassistÊMedicalÊWasteÊServicesÊwithÊassessmentsÊandÊpermit-
ting,ÊwasÊnotÊpresent.ÊAsÊtheÊquestioningÊended,ÊtheÊcommissionersÊseemedÊreassuredÊthatÊspillsÊfromÊtheÊsiteÊ
wereÊunlikely,ÊbutÊresidentsÊstillÊhadÊconcernsÊandÊdoubts.  
 

ResidentsÊspokeÊpassionatelyÊaboutÊhowÊtheÊsiteÊwouldÊaffectÊtheirÊcommunitiesÊandÊtheÊfutureÊofÊtheirÊneighbor-
hoods.ÊTheÊmedicalÊwasteÊtransferÊstationÊwouldÊincreaseÊindustrialÊtrafficÊandÊdieselÊfumes,ÊworsenÊalreadyÊune-
qualÊairÊqualityÊinÊOKC,ÊandÊperpetuateÊenvironmentalÊracismÊbyÊtreatingÊEastsideÊOKCÊasÊaÊspaceÊforÊunwantedÊ
industrialÊprojects.ÊEnvironmentalÊracismÊisÊ“anyÊpolicy,Êpractice,ÊorÊdirectiveÊthatÊdifferentiallyÊaffectsÊorÊdisad-
vantagesÊ(whetherÊintendedÊorÊunintended)Êindividuals,Êgroups,ÊorÊcommunitiesÊbasedÊonÊraceÊorÊcolor”Ê(RobertÊD.Ê
BullardÊ1993).ÊEastsideÊOKCÊhasÊhistoricallyÊandÊrepeatedlyÊbeenÊtargetedÊbyÊenvironmentalÊracism.ÊTheÊEastsideÊisÊ
theÊlocationÊofÊ4ÊoutÊofÊ5ÊofÊOKC’sÊSuperfundÊSites,ÊandÊsinceÊ1968,ÊexplosionsÊcausedÊbyÊaÊscrapyardÊhaveÊplaguedÊ
EastsideÊresidents.ÊFurther,ÊfoulÊandÊhealth-concerningÊodorsÊblowÊoffÊfrackingÊdisposalÊwells,ÊandÊmultipleÊhazard-
ousÊindustrialÊsitesÊthreatenÊenvironmentalÊhealth.ÊFewÊstudiesÊhaveÊbeenÊconductedÊonÊtheÊlong-termÊhealthÊef-
fectsÊofÊtheseÊinterconnectedÊenvironmentalÊinjustices.ÊResidents,ÊlocalÊpoliticalÊleaders,ÊandÊcommunityÊadvo-
catesÊpassionatelyÊarguedÊthatÊEastsideÊOKCÊdeservesÊbetter!  
 

InÊsolidarityÊandÊsupport,ÊLEADÊAgencyÊprovidedÊresourcesÊandÊassistanceÊtoÊEastsideÊOKCÊresidentsÊorganizingÊinÊ
oppositionÊtoÊtheÊproposedÊsite.ÊWeÊstoodÊinÊtheÊroomÊeagerlyÊandÊnervouslyÊwaitingÊtoÊhearÊtheÊOKCÊParkÊCom-
mission'sÊdecision.ÊTheÊcommissionÊunanimouslyÊvotedÊtoÊdenyÊTerraconÊConsultantÊInc.’sÊrequestÊforÊaÊpositiveÊ
recommendationÊfromÊtheÊOKCÊPark’sÊCommission.ÊInstead,ÊtheÊcommissionÊfoundÊthatÊtheÊproposedÊsiteÊcouldÊ
negativelyÊaffectÊDiggsÊParkÊdueÊtoÊitsÊproximityÊtoÊtheÊsite.ÊTheÊcityÊcouncilÊwillÊultimatelyÊdetermineÊwhetherÊorÊ
notÊtheÊsiteÊmovesÊforward,ÊandÊLEADÊAgencyÊwillÊcontinueÊtoÊsupportÊresidentsÊandÊprovideÊupdatesÊasÊtheÊstrug-
gleÊcontinues. Ê 

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE STARTS WITH YOU 



BothÊofÊtheÊpresƟgiousÊlawÊclinicsÊatÊtheÊVermontÊLawÊ
andÊGraduateÊSchoolÊhaveÊtakenÊLEADÊAgencyÊonÊasÊ
theirÊclient.Ê 
TheÊEnvironmentalÊJusƟceÊClinicÊledÊbyÊMiaÊMontoyaÊ
HammersleyÊandÊtheÊEnvironmentalÊAdvocacyÊClinicÊ
headedÊbyÊChristopheÊCourchesneÊandÊtheirÊstudentsÊ
areÊtakingÊonÊtheÊLEADÊissuesÊfromÊRightsÊofÊNatureÊ
forÊTarÊCreekÊtoÊgeƫngÊLEADÊatÊtheÊtableÊwithÊFERCÊinÊ
theÊfightÊtoÊprotectÊtheÊCityÊofÊMiamiÊandÊtheÊresi-
dentsÊwhoÊliveÊnearbyÊfromÊflooding.Ê 
EarlÊHatley,ÊLEAD’sÊBoardÊPresidentÊtookÊtheÊiniƟaƟveÊ
toÊapproachÊVLSÊaboutÊestablishingÊaÊrelaƟonshipÊonÊ
theÊurgingÊfromÊTravisÊSƟlls,ÊanÊenvironmentalÊaƩor-
neyÊwhoÊhasÊbeenÊconsulƟngÊwithÊLEADÊforÊaÊdecade.Ê
TravisÊisÊaÊgraduateÊofÊtheÊprogramÊandÊfeltÊweÊwouldÊ
gainÊgreatÊalliesÊinÊourÊeffortsÊwithÊtheirÊhelp.Ê 

THE LEADER                 FOURTH QUARTER 

Vermont law school clinics take on LEAD Agency 

The Vermont Journal of Environmental Law       
25th Annual Symposium 
“Nature-based Solutions to Climate Change” 
ThisÊyear'sÊsymposiumÊfosteredÊposiƟve,ÊsoluƟons-orientedÊdialoguesÊaroundÊrestoringÊ
naturalÊecosystemsÊtoÊfightÊclimateÊchangeÊandÊaddressÊsocialÊchallengesÊusingÊnature-
basedÊsoluƟons.ÊThisÊsymposiumÊincludedÊfourÊpanels:ÊInternaƟonalÊImplementaƟon,Ê
BlueÊCarbon,ÊBiodiversity,ÊandÊIndigenousÊContribuƟons. 

BothÊRebeccaÊJimÊandÊEarlÊHatleyÊwereÊonÊtheÊIndigenousÊPeoplesÊContribuƟonsÊtoÊ
ClimateÊChangeÊpanel.ÊOthersÊwereÊdisƟnguishedÊscholarsÊandÊspeakersÊfromÊfederalÊ
andÊstateÊagencies.ÊOneÊofÊtheÊhighlightsÊofÊtheÊdayÊwasÊtheÊannouncementÊfromÊtheÊ
BureauÊofÊIndianÊAffairsÊrepresentaƟveÊthatÊLEADÊAgencyÊhadÊreceivedÊoneÊofÊtheÊNa-
ƟonalÊFishÊandÊWildlifeÊFoundaƟon’sÊAmericaÊtheÊBeauƟfulÊgrantsÊforÊtheÊNeoshoÊWa-
tershedÊTallgrassÊPrairieÊRestoraƟonÊProject! 

 Bird Study on Tar Creek 
UniversityÊofÊOklahomaÊstudentÊ
AbigailÊTriemstraÊwillÊbeÊcom-
pleƟngÊherÊMastersÊinÊtheÊspringÊ
andÊshouldÊhaveÊresultsÊtoÊshareÊ
withÊusÊonÊtheÊcogniƟveÊharmsÊ
sheÊmayÊhaveÊdiscoveredÊfromÊ
birdsÊlivingÊinÊPicherÊandÊinÊtheÊ
TarÊCreekÊWatershed.ÊAtÊ6Êsites,Ê
sheÊisÊfeedingÊbirdsÊthisÊwinterÊ
andÊhasÊdevisedÊaÊwayÊtoÊmeas-
ureÊandÊcompareÊtheirÊcogniƟveÊ
abiliƟesÊtoÊbirdsÊatÊaÊsiteÊ25ÊmilesÊ
fromÊtheÊTarÊCreekÊSuperfundÊ
site.ÊDoÊmetalsÊharmÊourÊbirds?Ê 


