
Local Environmental Action Demanded 
THE  LE AD ER L A ST  I S S UE  20 22  

The LEADer  

 

“Always ask yourself: "What will happen  
if I say nothing?” ― Kamand Kojouri  

What we know:                                     
ThereÊisÊalreadyÊflooding.ÊFloodingÊÊthatÊisÊdam-caused.Ê 
ThereÊisÊcontaminaƟonÊinÊandÊaddedÊtoÊtheÊlakeÊeveryday.Ê 
ThereÊareÊfishÊadvisoriesÊforÊleadÊinÊbothÊtheÊSpringÊandÊ
NeoshoÊRiverÊandÊinÊGrandÊLake.ÊGRDAÊÊignoresÊthis. 
 

What’s in the license? RenewalÊasksÊto raise theÊlakeÊ
levelÊbyÊ2ÊfeetÊinÊtheÊstandardÊpoolÊduringÊnormalÊƟme.ÊÊÊ 
 

What do I do? What can you do? 

WriteÊ/ÊSayÊyouÊareÊconcerned.ÊLEADÊAgencyÊcanÊ
help.ÊCheckÊourÊFacebookÊandÊwebsiteÊtoÊfindÊoutÊhowÊ
youÊcanÊwriteÊcomments,ÊCallÊusÊ/ÊseeÊourÊcommentsÊyouÊ
canÊbaseÊyoursÊonÊours.ÊAƩendÊCityÊCouncilÊMeeƟngs,ÊIn-
tertribalÊCouncilÊMeeƟngs,ÊCountyÊCommissionersÊ
MeeƟngs,ÊTribalÊmeeƟngs,ÊencourageÊyourÊfriendsÊtoÊact.Ê 
 

ÊAddress the lake level and the contaminants 
of concern in your comments. Tell your story. 

You have the right to participate with ferc 
First Quarter 2023 

 

What is FERC?         
TheÊFederalÊEnergyÊRegulatoryÊCommissionÊisÊanÊinde-
pendentÊagencyÊthatÊregulatesÊtheÊinterstateÊtransmis-
sionÊofÊelectricity,ÊnaturalÊgas,ÊandÊoil.ÊFERCÊalsoÊreviewsÊ
proposalsÊtoÊbuildÊliquefiedÊnaturalÊgasÊ(LNG)ÊterminalsÊ
andÊinterstateÊnaturalÊgasÊpipelinesÊasÊwellÊasÊlicensingÊ
hydropower projects.  
FERCÊlicensesÊhydroÊdamsÊbecauseÊtheyÊproduceÊenergy.Ê
Hydro-damsÊareÊgivenÊ30ÊtoÊ50ÊyearÊlicensesÊtoÊoperate.Ê 
What does FERC do that could concern us? 
LicensesÊandÊinspectsÊprivate,Êmunicipal,ÊandÊstateÊhydro-
electricÊprojects 
EnforcesÊFERCÊregulatoryÊrequirementsÊthroughÊimposi-
ƟonÊofÊcivilÊpenalƟesÊandÊotherÊmeans 
OverseesÊenvironmentalÊmaƩersÊrelatedÊtoÊnaturalÊgasÊ
andÊhydroelectricityÊprojectsÊandÊotherÊmaƩers 
FERC issues the license for GRDA’s Pensacola DamÊ
thatÊisÊupÊforÊrenewalÊnow.Ê 
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Waterkeeper Programs 
TarÊCreekkeeperÊ-ÊRebeccaÊJim 

GrandÊRiverkeeperÊ-ÊMarƟnÊLively 

The LEADER is published quarterly 
and special ediƟons 

 

RiverkeeperÊandÊCreekkeeperÊareÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
registeredÊtrademarksÊandÊserviceÊmarkÊ

ofÊRiverkeeper,ÊInc.ÊandÊisÊlicensedÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
forÊuseÊherein.Ê 

 

WaterkeeperÊisÊaÊregisteredÊtrademarkÊandÊ
serviceÊmarkÊofÊWaterkeeperÊAlliance,ÊInc.Ê

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE STARTS WITH YOU 

 Do it now and have no regrets 
AŌerÊtheÊTownÊHallÊinÊFebruaryÊtheÊtakeawayÊforÊmeÊwas,ÊrunÊasÊfastÊasÊyouÊ
can,ÊdanceÊeveryÊdance,ÊdoÊwhatÊyouÊwill,ÊbutÊdoÊitÊNOW.ÊTheÊdaysÊmayÊbeÊ
numberedÊtoÊinfluenceÊtheÊprotecƟonÊofÊyourÊhomes,ÊyourÊproperty,ÊyourÊabil-
ityÊtoÊsleepÊthroughÊtheÊnightÊknowingÊwhenÊyouÊpullÊyourÊfootÊoutÊfromÊunderÊ
theÊcoversÊtoÊputÊitÊonÊtheÊfloor,ÊthatÊyourÊtoesÊwon’tÊgetÊwet. 
 

IÊsawÊcourageÊwhenÊyouÊenteredÊtheÊColemanÊonÊaÊbiƩerlyÊcoldÊeveningÊtoÊhearÊ
whatÊkindÊofÊhopeÊweÊcanÊmusterÊagainstÊanÊenƟtyÊthatÊhasÊnoÊsoul,ÊonlyÊwearsÊ
andÊusesÊAUTHORITY.ÊÊToÊmany,ÊthatÊAUTHORITYÊhasÊbeenÊabused. 
 

WeÊlistenedÊforÊhoursÊtoÊfactsÊandÊfiguresÊstaƟngÊyouÊguysÊareÊwinnersÊinÊtheÊ
Courts.ÊYouÊareÊwinning.ÊYouÊcanÊbelieveÊthereÊisÊaÊfuture,ÊhangÊinÊthereÊandÊdoÊ
yourÊpart. 
 

ThereÊisÊnotÊmuchÊaÊsingleÊpersonÊcanÊdo.ÊIÊknowÊthat.ÊButÊyouÊhaveÊaÊchanceÊtoÊ
doÊthoseÊsingleÊactsÊnow.ÊThisÊisÊwhen.ÊLaterÊyouÊwillÊhaveÊnoÊregrets.ÊYouÊwillÊ
knowÊyouÊdidÊsomething,ÊmaybeÊlotsÊofÊsomethings. 
 

TheÊoneÊextraÊthingÊweÊlearnedÊatÊtheÊTownÊHallÊfromÊShannonÊO’NeilÊwasÊFERCÊ
hasn’tÊhadÊcommunityÊmembersÊspeakÊupÊforÊthemselves.ÊUsually,ÊallÊtheÊFERCÊ
officialsÊreceiveÊareÊtheÊofficialÊbackÊandÊforthsÊfromÊaƩorneys.ÊWhatÊtheyÊareÊ
receivingÊthisÊroundÊareÊyourÊownÊmessagesÊonÊPOSTCARDS.ÊTheyÊareÊposƟngÊ
themÊeveryÊday.ÊWriteÊanotherÊone.ÊComeÊbyÊLEADÊAgencyÊandÊgetÊmore.ÊUseÊ
onesÊyouÊstashedÊfromÊyourÊtripÊtoÊtheÊGrandÊCanyon,ÊtheÊbackÊisÊallÊtheyÊpost,Ê
yourÊwordsÊtoÊFERC.ÊTheÊmessagesÊareÊmoving,ÊandÊreal.Ê 
 

UseÊaÊfullÊsheetÊofÊpaper,ÊtellÊandÊshareÊaÊthingÊthatÊhappened,ÊaÊsingleÊpreciousÊ
itemÊlostÊtoÊtheÊflood.ÊThereÊinÊnoÊwayÊtoÊsquishÊeverythingÊonÊaÊpostcard.Ê
SpreadÊoutÊyourÊstory.ÊSendÊwholeÊsingleÊpages,ÊfillÊthemÊwithÊtheÊwhatÊandÊ
howÊyouÊFELTÊandÊfeelÊevenÊyetÊaboutÊwhatÊhappensÊwhenÊyouÊareÊflooded.ÊIfÊ
youÊhaveÊsoÊfarÊbeenÊspared,ÊyouÊhaveÊseenÊwhatÊhappenedÊacrossÊtheÊstreet.Ê
YouÊhaveÊmissedÊwagesÊbecauseÊyouÊcouldÊnotÊGETÊHEREÊbecauseÊtheÊroadsÊ
wereÊclosed.ÊYouÊfilledÊsandbags.ÊYouÊknowÊdeeplyÊwhatÊsufferingÊis.Ê 
 

Don’tÊholdÊback.ÊDigÊin,ÊpullÊthoseÊmemoriesÊforward.ÊWriteÊthemÊdownÊandÊ
mailÊthemÊtoÊFERC.ÊÊTheyÊareÊaÊCommissionÊandÊdoÊnotÊhaveÊcapacityÊtoÊcomeÊ
interviewÊyou.ÊButÊtheyÊcanÊknowÊmore.ÊTheyÊareÊtheÊDESIDERÊinÊhowÊGRDA’sÊ
licenseÊforÊtheÊnextÊ30ÊtoÊ50ÊyearsÊwillÊbe. 
MyÊdadÊonceÊwouldÊhaveÊsaid,Ê“See you in the funny pages,”ÊbutÊthisÊisn’tÊfunny.Ê
WeÊareÊplayingÊforÊkeepsÊwithÊtheÊbigÊguys.Ê 
 

IÊwantÊyouÊtoÊknowÊyouÊdidÊaÊthing,ÊyouÊdidÊtooÊspeakÊup.ÊSayÊsomethingÊonÊ
yourÊpostcard,ÊtellÊyourÊstoryÊinÊaÊleƩer,ÊfillÊoutÊtheÊfloodÊsurveyÊifÊyouÊliveÊinÊtheÊ
100ÊyearÊ(1%)ÊfloodÊplain.ÊI have sent 2 postcards and a 5 page leƩer, so far. 

                                      —Your Tar Creekkeeper, Rebecca Jim 
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“You have no right to be silenced.” ― James DeVita  

Winners of the Big Screen TV and $100 giŌcards:  
Letha Perry, Ronnie Crow, Maranda Reeves 

LEAD is grateful for the 
generous donations that 

promoted the launch of our 
Flood Surveys   

 

And 
 

 For everyone who has taken 
time to complete the survey! 

Paul Marquez and other LEAD surveyors are knock-
ing on doors throughout the 100 year floodplain in 
and near Miami, OK. 

A Donation came in to print postcards and postage for the cards 
to be mailed to FERC And for promotion on Electric Signage  

Flood Survey Continues in Miami 

WithÊguidanceÊandÊsupportÊfromÊBuy-In andÊClimigraƟon,ÊLEADÊ
AgencyÊhasÊbeenÊconducƟngÊtheÊFloodÊSurveyÊofÊresidentsÊwhoÊliveÊ
inÊtheÊ100ÊyearÊfloodplain.ÊOverÊ200ÊhouseholdsÊhaveÊparƟcipatedÊ
thusÊfar,ÊansweringÊaÊseriesÊofÊquesƟonsÊaboutÊtheirÊexperienceÊwithÊ
flooding.ÊDataÊwillÊbeÊcompiledÊandÊsharedÊwithÊneighborhoodsÊasÊ
theÊsurveyÊcomesÊcloserÊtoÊcompleƟon.ÊTheÊdataÊwillÊbeÊavailableÊforÊ
city,ÊcountyÊandÊtribalÊgovernmentsÊtoÊuseÊtoÊfindÊfundingÊtoÊaddressÊ
theÊneedsÊandÊwishesÊofÊtheÊimpactedÊresidents.ÊThisÊmayÊbeÊtoÊpro-
videÊassistanceÊtoÊimproveÊresidenƟalÊresilienceÊwithÊadaptaƟonsÊtoÊ
saveÊtheÊhomeownerÊfromÊexpensiveÊrepairsÊorÊmayÊprovideÊnum-
bersÊofÊresidentsÊwhoÊareÊreadyÊforÊaÊbuyoutÊofÊtheirÊalreadyÊcom-
promisedÊhomesÊandÊtheÊcostÊthatÊmightÊrequire.ÊWeÊencourageÊyouÊ
toÊanswerÊtheÊdoorÊorÊdoÊitÊonÊlineÊatÊwww.leadagency.org. 



Dreamstarter Awarded to Loren Waters  

'You need a dream to fix broken wings.' 

LEAD’s Youth Activist Camp 
ÊThisÊyear’s,Ê2ÊandÊ3-DayÊcamps,ÊwillÊfocusÊonÊyouthÊwhoÊhaveÊanÊ
interestÊinÊtheÊenvironmentÊandÊwantÊtoÊmakeÊaÊdifference!Ê 

Let'sÊcomeÊtogetherÊtoÊmakeÊaÊchangeÊwhileÊweÊlearn 
aboutÊtheÊmanyÊthingsÊweÊcanÊdoÊtoÊshowÊtheÊplanetÊthatÊweÊcare!Ê 

HereÊare someÊofÊtheÊexcitingÊthingsÊweÊhaveÊplanned: 
ÊÊÊÊÊSocialÊMediaÊ&ÊEnvironmentalism,ÊGrowingÊplantsÊandÊflowersÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ

ImpactsÊofÊtheÊTarÊCreekÊSuperfundÊSiteÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
HowÊyouÊcanÊbeÊMotherÊNature'sÊvoice?ÊAndÊsoÊmuchÊmore!ÊÊ 

ÊÊÊMAY 22-23     MONDAY & TUESDAY    10 AM - 4 PM    GRADES K-5  
MAY 24, 25, & 26   WED-THUR–FRIDAY   10 AM - 4 PM   GRADES 6-12 

REGISTER ON-LINE WWW.LEADAGENCY.ORG  
OR CALL 918-542-9399 
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“It takes a dream to fix broken wings,” wereÊtheÊwordsÊtheÊ
youngÊBillyÊMillsÊheardÊfromÊhisÊfatherÊaŌerÊtheÊdeathÊofÊ
hisÊmother.ÊSoÊheÊbeganÊdreamingÊofÊwinningÊanÊOlympicÊ
Metal,ÊandÊinÊtheÊ1964ÊOlympicsÊwonÊtheÊ10,000ÊmeterÊ
race.Ê 
SinceÊthenÊheÊbecameÊaÊbusinessmanÊandÊaÊnaƟonalÊ
spokespersonÊonÊNaƟveÊissuesÊandÊestablishedÊtheÊnon-
profitÊÊRunningÊStrongÊforÊAmericanÊIndianÊYouth.Ê 
FiŌyÊyearsÊaŌerÊwinningÊtheÊgoldÊmetal,ÊheÊbeganÊtheÊ
DreamstarterÊGrant Program basedÊonÊBilly’sÊbeliefÊ
dreamsÊcanÊandÊdoÊcomeÊtrue.ÊTheÊ2023ÊrecipientsÊeachÊ
receivedÊ$20,000ÊtoÊfundÊtheirÊprojects. 
TheseÊdreamsÊcomeÊtrueÊthroughÊaÊcombinaƟonÊofÊfinan-
cialÊsupport,Êhands-onÊmentorship,Ênetworking,ÊandÊcom-
municaƟonsÊtraining.Ê 
EachÊyear,ÊRunningÊStrongÊhasÊawardedÊDreamstarterÊ
grantsÊtoÊ10ÊNaƟveÊyouthÊthroughÊtheirÊnon-profitÊMentorÊ
organizaƟonsÊtoÊimplementÊaÊprojectÊinspiredÊbyÊaÊdreamÊ
theyÊhaveÊforÊtheirÊcommunity. Ê 
ThisÊyearÊLEADÊAgencyÊservesÊasÊtheÊMentorÊorganizaƟonÊ
forÊLoren Waters andÊisÊproudÊthatÊaÊformerÊLEADÊIntern,Ê
McKalee Steen alsoÊwasÊchosenÊtoÊbeÊaÊrecipientÊwithÊherÊ
projectÊforÊincreasingÊNaƟveÊyouthÊrepresentaƟonÊinÊaca-
demiaÊandÊtoÊsupportÊ“Landback”ÊiniƟaƟves.Ê 

Rebecca Jim, Mentor, Loren Waters, Dreamstarter and Billy Mills during 
the award ceremony at the Dreamstarter Academy. 

ᏗᏂᏠᎯÊᎤᏪᏯÊ(Meet Me At The Creek) Project

 

Loren’sÊdreamÊisÊtoÊincreaseÊvisibilityÊofÊIndigenousÊenvironmentalÊ
efforts,ÊlikeÊtheÊclean-upÊofÊTarÊCreek.ÊLorenÊalreadyÊworksÊatÊtheÊ
intersecƟonÊofÊfilmÊandÊIndigenousÊstorytelling.Ê“Cherokee elders 
believe that what happens to water happens to us. It is our job to 
protect it. We must teach our children to honor water. Without it, 
we cannot move culture forward and we cannot exist here.” 

WeÊwereÊproudÊtoÊlearnÊJessicaÊTran,ÊwhoÊhasÊ
beenÊourÊguideÊthroughÊtheÊprocessÊwithÊtheÊ
ThrivingÊEarthÊExchangeÊinÊtheÊdevelopmentÊofÊ
ourÊFloodÊMap,ÊhasÊrecentlyÊreceivedÊaÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
NaƟonal Science FoundaƟon Graduate Re-
search Fellowship whichÊwillÊfundÊherÊNaturalÊ
ResourceÊScienceÊandÊManagementÊphDÊstud-
iesÊatÊtheÊUniversityÊofÊMinnesota.Ê 

MuchÊofÊherÊworkÊwillÊbeÊfocusedÊonÊhowÊ
effecƟveÊcommunityÊscienceÊcanÊbeÊandÊhowÊitÊ
hasÊimpactedÊmembersÊofÊourÊownÊcommuni-
ty,ÊwithÊherÊproject,ÊExploring the Connec-
Ɵons between Community Based Research 
and Environmental JusƟce at the Tar Creek 
Superfund Site. 

AŌerÊtwoÊyearsÊofÊworkingÊwithÊJessicaÊonÊourÊ
mappingÊprojectÊsheÊwasÊfinallyÊableÊtoÊmakeÊaÊ
siteÊvisit,ÊjustÊinÊƟmeÊforÊtheÊTOWNÊHALLÊonÊ
FLOODINGÊandÊhelpedÊusÊprepareÊforÊLEAD’sÊ
involvementÊatÊtheÊevent. 

Jessica Tran 
PHD Research Begins Here 



Lawyers Spoke and We Listened  

Town Hall  
on  Flooding  

Brought us out! 

Empowering People is 
OPP’s Job 
TheÊmissionÊofÊFERCÊOffice of Public 
ParƟcipaƟon (OPP) isÊtoÊempower,Ê
promote,ÊandÊsupportÊpublicÊvoicesÊ
atÊtheÊCommission.ÊOPPÊcanÊsupportÊ
youÊinÊyourÊeffortsÊto:ÊUnderstandÊ
theÊindustriesÊFERCÊregulatesÊandÊ
theÊlimitsÊofÊFERCÊjurisdicƟon;ÊFindÊ
theÊFERCÊmaƩerÊbyÊdocketÊnumber;Ê
FileÊaÊcomment,Êintervene,ÊandÊpar-
ƟcipateÊinÊaÊFERCÊmaƩer;ÊDetermineÊ
filingÊdeadlinesÊandÊunderstandÊFERCÊ
processes;ÊandÊFindÊdocumentsÊfiledÊ
atÊFERCÊandÊpreviousÊFERCÊdecisions.Ê
ForÊinformaƟonÊorÊtoÊcontactÊthemÊ
directly:Ê 
OPP@ferc.govÊorÊatÊ202-502-6595. 
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Buttons  
& Banners 

How do we stop our flooding?  We can’t.  And It is not our Fault.                   
We have to pressure powerful agencies to stop it 

 
What did we 
learn at the 
Town Hall? 

 
We learned 
our floods    

are             
dam-caused 

 
Back water 

gets us 

Charts,ÊgraphsÊandÊimagesÊwereÊprojectedÊonÊtheÊstageÊatÊtheÊColemanÊTheatreÊ
duringÊtheÊsecondÊTownÊHallÊonÊfloodingÊheldÊthereÊsinceÊJuneÊ2022.ÊAƩorneysÊ
whoÊhaveÊtakenÊonÊtheÊliƟgaƟonÊforÊtheÊCityÊandÊforÊoverÊ400ÊlocalÊresidentsÊ
overÊtheÊdamagesÊfromÊtheÊ2007ÊfloodÊhaveÊwaitedÊ16ÊyearsÊtoÊhaveÊcompen-
saƟonÊforÊtheirÊlosses.ÊTheÊaƩorneysÊreviewedÊtheÊbackgroundÊonÊtheÊhistoryÊ
ofÊfloodingÊinÊtheÊareaÊandÊproceededÊtoÊcelebrateÊwithÊtheÊaudienceÊonÊtheÊ
manyÊwinsÊtheÊcourtsÊhaveÊprovidedÊthroughÊtheÊyearsÊonÊtheirÊbehalf,ÊwhichÊ
haveÊprovedÊthatÊtheÊlocalÊfloodingÊisÊdamÊcaused.Ê 
TheÊsameÊaƩorneysÊhaveÊtakenÊonÊtheÊrelicensingÊapplicaƟonÊGRDAÊhasÊsub-
miƩedÊinÊhopesÊtheÊFederalÊEnergyÊRegulatoryÊCommissionÊwillÊpayÊaƩenƟonÊ
toÊtheÊrequestÊtoÊchangeÊtheÊruleÊcurveÊforÊtheÊnextÊ30ÊtoÊ50ÊyearÊlicenseÊperi-
od,ÊinÊorderÊtoÊprotectÊtheÊupstreamÊproperƟesÊfromÊtheÊfloodingÊthatÊcouldÊ
cause.ÊTheÊMiamiÊCityÊCouncil,ÊMayor,ÊCityÊManagerÊandÊtheÊCity’sÊaƩorneyÊasÊ
wellÊasÊformerÊCityÊMayorsÊsharedÊtheÊstageÊforÊtheÊevent.ÊLEAD Agency was 
encouraged by the City to have a presence at the event, outside and inside. 



 

The best research you can do is to talk to people  - Terry Pratchett 

Jenna Randall TheÊtwoÊmoƟvaƟngÊquesƟonsÊforÊmyÊ
researchÊare:ÊhowÊdoÊweÊimproveÊtheÊregulatoryÊframeworkÊofÊ
polluƟon?Ê andÊ howÊ canÊ impactedÊ communiƟesÊ playÊ aÊ larger,Ê
moreÊ formalÊ roleÊ inÊ theÊ remediaƟonÊ process?Ê CommunityÊ in-
volvementÊ isÊ criƟcalÊ toÊ trueÊ remediaƟon. IfÊ theÊ governmentÊ isÊ
notÊremediaƟngÊaÊplaceÊtoÊtheÊstandards,Êgoals,ÊandÊdesiresÊofÊ
theÊpeopleÊwhoÊliveÊthere,ÊwhoÊareÊtheyÊdoingÊitÊfor?  
Community-ledÊ acƟvismÊ isÊ theÊ best,Ê andÊ someƟmesÊ theÊ only,Ê
methodÊofÊcommunityÊinvolvementÊwithÊenvironmentalÊremedi-
aƟonÊinÊtheÊUnitedÊStates.ÊMyÊgoalÊforÊthisÊresearchÊisÊtoÊmakeÊ
recommendaƟonsÊ toÊ amendÊ theÊ regulatoryÊ processÊ toÊ giveÊ
moreÊspaceÊatÊtheÊtableÊforÊcommunityÊvoicesÊtoÊbeÊheardÊinÊtheÊ
planningÊ andÊ implementaƟonÊ ofÊ remediaƟon.Ê
TheÊcurrentÊframeworkÊfuncƟonsÊonÊrigidÊguide-
linesÊthatÊdoÊnotÊformallyÊmakeÊspaceÊforÊpeopleÊ
whoÊ haveÊ spentÊ theirÊ livesÊ exisƟngÊ andÊ lovingÊ
placesÊ they'veÊ sharedÊ withÊ polluƟon.Ê “LEAD 
Agency has done a remarkable job capturing the 
joy of Tar Creek and fostering hope for the fu-
ture.” Ê IÊ hopeÊ toÊ bridgeÊ theÊ gapÊ betweenÊ theÊ
currentÊ regulatoryÊ frameworkÊ andÊ communityÊ
desiresÊ forÊ aÊ nontoxicÊ hometown.Ê CommunityÊ
acƟvismÊeffortsÊWORKÊandÊareÊcreditedÊforÊmanyÊ
breakthroughsÊ inÊ theÊ remediaƟonÊ journey.ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
“I hope my research does jusƟce for our lovely   
Tar Creek! “  

Masters in Geography and Environmental Sustainability  
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Valerie Doormbos  
Master of Science in Geography and Environmental      
Sustainability from the University of Oklahoma, 2023 
 

From the Graveyard ShiŌ to the Benzene Plume:  
Visualizing Embodied Work Experience at the For-
mer B.F. Goodrich Tire Factory in Miami, Oklahoma 
 

IÊamÊsoÊhonoredÊandÊthankfulÊtoÊhaveÊbeenÊgivenÊtheÊop-
portunityÊ toÊ focusÊ myÊ thesisÊ researchÊ onÊ theÊ formerÊ BFÊ
GoodrichÊ TireÊ FactoryÊ inÊ Miami,Ê OK.Ê ManyÊ mastersÊ stu-
dentsÊdoÊnotÊgetÊtheÊopportunityÊtoÊconcentrateÊonÊaÊtop-
icÊthatÊtheyÊ love,ÊbutÊ IÊ foundÊaÊprojectÊthatÊ IÊamÊpassion-
ateÊ about.Ê IÊ thoroughlyÊ enjoyedÊ interviewingÊ communityÊ
membersÊandÊlisteningÊtoÊtheirÊAir,ÊWater,ÊandÊWorkÊsto-
ries.ÊMyÊmainÊtakeawayÊfromÊthisÊexperienceÊwasÊaÊbeƩerÊ
understandingÊ ofÊ whatÊ itÊ wasÊ likeÊ toÊ interactÊ withÊ andÊ
workÊatÊthisÊplant.ÊIÊhopeÊtoÊdrawÊonÊthisÊexperienceÊandÊ
doÊsimilarÊworkÊinÊmyÊfutureÊcareer.ÊIÊamÊdeeplyÊapprecia-
ƟveÊofÊeveryoneÊwhoÊtookÊtheÊƟmeÊtoÊmakeÊsureÊthatÊmyÊ
projectÊwasÊaÊsuccess! 

Student Research      
Continues 

SagarikaÊNambiar,ÊaÊMasterÊofÊUrbanÊDesignÊstudentÊ
atÊUCÊBerkeley'sÊCollegeÊofÊEnvironmentalÊDesign,ÊthesisÊ
topic:Ê'Abandoned Spaces and Infrastructure in the city'.ÊÊÊÊÊÊ 
 

“What began with me observing 'underuƟlized' spaces un-
der flyovers back in my hometown Mumbai, India, led me to 
explore 'forgoƩen'' spacesÊatÊ
differentÊscales,ÊfromÊanÊindividualÊ
buildingÊtoÊaÊpieceÊofÊconnecƟngÊ
infrastructureÊandÊfurtherÊtoÊlargeÊ
islands.ÊWhatÊintriguedÊmeÊtheÊ
mostÊaboutÊsuchÊspaces,ÊisÊtheÊ
nostalgia/memoriesÊaƩachedÊandÊ
theÊstoriesÊlostÊwithÊeachÊofÊtheseÊ
spaces.ÊThroughÊthisÊthesis,ÊmyÊ
mainÊaimÊisÊtoÊunderstandÊhowÊ
designÊcanÊbeÊusedÊtoÊspeculateÊ
newÊrealiƟesÊforÊsuchÊspaces,Ê
withoutÊexerƟngÊpowerÊorÊitsÊde-
sireÊontoÊtheÊspace.  

Summer 2023 
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Plant ~ harvest tomorrow 

Pecan trees for Miami 
OverÊtheÊlastÊ3ÊseasonsÊLEAD’sÊCommunityÊGarden’sÊ
mostÊdiligentÊvolunteersÊwereÊourÊlocalÊsquirrelsÊ
whoÊwereÊplanƟngÊpecansÊinÊeveryÊgardenÊbed.ÊÊ
TheirÊeffortÊresultedÊwithÊnearlyÊ100ÊhealthyÊtreesÊ
comingÊup!ÊÊLastÊfallÊbeforeÊtheÊleavesÊcameÊoff,ÊweÊ
markedÊeachÊwithÊaÊblueÊtagÊtoÊidenƟfyÊtheÊpecanÊ
trees.Ê 
InÊorderÊtoÊkickÊoffÊourÊreturnÊtoÊtheÊgarden,ÊtheÊCityÊ
ofÊMiamiÊhasÊremovedÊtheÊtreesÊandÊwillÊbeÊtrans-
planƟngÊthemÊthroughoutÊtheÊcityÊespeciallyÊtoÊre-
placeÊpecanÊtreesÊthatÊhaveÊbeenÊlostÊinÊtheÊRiver-
viewÊPark.ÊPecansÊareÊhealthyÊandÊbringÊpeopleÊto-
getherÊduringÊharvestÊƟmesÊinÊtheÊfall. 

LEADÊhasÊpartneredÊwithÊ
CREWS.ÊBob NairnÊdeliv-
eredÊaÊnewlyÊcalibratedÊ
hydrolabÊandÊwaterproofÊ
caseÊtoÊus. 

*** 
LocalÊresidentÊEdÊKeheleyÊ
broughtÊmapsÊandÊdocu-
mentsÊtoÊaddÊtoÊourÊToxicÊ
LibraryÊforÊuseÊbyÊanyÊ
researchersÊandÊothersÊ
interestedÊinÊknowingÊ
moreÊaboutÊtheÊpastÊthatÊ
influencesÊsoÊmuchÊofÊourÊ
livesÊnow.Ê 

      Bob Nairn with Hydolab and case

Environmental Resources provided to  lead 

NEOÊA&MÊCollegeÊ studentsÊ joinedÊLEADÊ inÊ
honoringÊMarƟnÊ LutherÊKing,Ê Jr.’sÊmemoryÊ
duringÊtheÊNaƟonalÊDayÊofÊService.Ê 
WithÊ ourÊ AmeriCorps/VISTAÊ LucasÊ Free-
man’sÊ leadership,Ê weÊ tookÊ onÊ ourÊ officeÊ
garageÊ /Ê gardenÊ center.Ê AŌerÊ hoursÊ ofÊ
workingÊtogetherÊtheÊplaceÊisÊreadyÊforÊtheÊ
upcomingÊgardeningÊseasonÊwithÊtoolsÊandÊ
equipmentÊ storedÊ andÊ easyÊ toÊ retrieveÊ forÊ
workÊdays.ÊÊÊÊ"It was great to have students 
come help us before their semester had 
even started, on one of their last days off. 
This is going to help our community garden 
be easier to maintain so everyone will be 
able to benefit from it."  

  MLK jr National Day  of Service 
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